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July 14 “We Love Butterflies Day”
Butterfly Survey of Tai Lam Country Park reveals
High Butterfly Biodiversity at the Periphery of Country Park
“Shell Nature Watch – Butterfly Explorer” programme is co-organised by Green
Power and Shell (HK). July 14 of each year is designated as “We Love Butterflies Day”,
which is the first stipulated day in Hong Kong to conserve and care for a specific type of
animal. This year’s 14 July “We Love Butterflies Day” will be officially launched tomorrow.
Six local art groups have joined hands to lead the “BUTTERFLY x Street Art” Campaign,
integrating conservation, art and the community.
In addition, the programme recruits and trains citizens to become Butterfly Surveyors, to
collect local butterfly data and monitor environmental changes in butterfly hotspots. Currently,
10 butterfly hotspots are being monitored. In response to the government’s initiative of
inviting Hong Kong Housing Society to study the development potential at the periphery of
two country parks including Tai Lam Country Park, Green Power has included its periphery
as a butterfly monitoring site this year. This brings the number of butterfly hotspots being
monitored to 11. Data of the preliminary butterfly survey there is released today.
Concern the Government Underestimates Ecological Value
The preliminary butterfly survey at the periphery of Tai Lam Country Park was
conducted in April and May this year. 71 butterfly species were found, accounting for about
30% of all Hong Kong butterfly species. The findings include 2 very rare and 5 rare species.
The preliminary data suggests that Tai Lam Country Park has a high butterfly diversity.
The 10km long butterfly survey route in Tai Lam Country Park starts at Ma On Kong
Warden Post, passes by the Tsing Tam Reservoirs, and finishes at Ho Pui. Matthew Sin,
Senior Environmental Affairs Manager of Green Power, remarks that the route planning
involved consideration of butterfly ecology and the level of developmental threats. Since
country parks are protected under the Country Park Ordinance, our previous survey routes
rarely touched upon country parks. However, the government has already indicated an
intention to develop Tai Lam Country Park. Therefore, the newly added survey route has a
90% overlap with Tai Lam Country Park, with an aim of proving the actual ecological value
of the periphery of Tai Lam Country Park.
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According to the government's announcement, the development potential study will be
conducted to the west of Tai Lam Tunnel Toll Plaza, covering an area of more than 20
hectares. This is likely to be within the country park area at Ma On Kong, Kam Tin. Matthew
predicts that Housing Society’s study area will largely overlap with the butterfly survey route.
He believes Housing Authority will soon appoint environmental consultants to assess the
ecology of the area. Matthew remarks, “We are concerned that the ecological value and
significance of the area will be underestimated, and purposely downplayed. The
environmental impact assessments of Lung Mei artificial beach and Lok Ma Chau Spur Line
are typical examples. This is why we have to take a step ahead to record the butterfly species
in Tai Lam Country Park with our Butterfly Surveyor programme, so that the data from us and
the government can be compared.”
Matthew points out that the species diversity and numbers will generally be lower in the
initial stage, based on the experience of monitoring different butterfly hotspots in the past 10
years. More notable records are expected to be made with increasing time and effort. In fact,
the preliminary study has recorded a total of 71 butterfly species, which is comparable to
some other butterfly hotspots. A rare butterfly species, Magpie Flat (Abraximorpha davidii),
was found during the survey. This species has been recorded at other butterfly hotspots, yet
only occasionally recorded, and a relatively high number was recorded at Ma On Kong. In
addition, a number of unrated species were spotted, including Common Banded Demon
(Notocrypta paralysos), Angled Red Forester (Lethe chandica), and Green Skirt Baron
(Euthalia niepelti). They have only been discovered in Hong Kong in recent years. Matthew
believes there will be more notable records at the site in the future. A total of 34 butterfly
surveyors have commenced a year-long butterfly survey in Tai Lam Country Park.
Matthew reaffirms the opposition to development in country parks. Even though the
ecological value of country park peripheries may be lower than that of the core area, the
peripheries serve an important function as a buffer zone to protect the core area. According to
data collected during the initial survey, the ecological value is in fact much higher than most
people would have thought. He is unhappy that the government has created a confrontational
situation between conservation and housing development, in which finding land for housing
development necessitates sacrificing our country parks. Yet, the government has never
announced the distribution and amount of brownfields in Hong Kong, which would allow a
more comprehensive discussion in society. Matthew asks: “Take Kam Tin area as an
example – why did the government propose housing development in country park, while there
are lots of brownfields in areas near Tai Lam Country Park, such as Ma On Kong and Tai Kek
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in Kam Tin? These brownfields cover even larger areas than the 20-hectare area in Tai Lam
Country Park.”
7.14 We Love Butterflies Day
Tomorrow is the 5th anniversary of the annual “We Love Butterflies Day”. Six local art
groups join hands to lead the “Butterfly x Street Art” Campaign by creating large-scale wall
paintings, staircase paintings, yarn bombing (urban knitting), and art installations in six
locations in Wan Chai and Causeway Bay, transforming streets and narrow lanes in the city
into a “Butterfly Garden”.
Six butterfly street art creations will be displayed in phases, starting from tomorrow till
the end of this year. The first round of artworks for display includes the wall paintings in Ngo
Keng Kiu and Percival Street Footbridge, created by art group &dear and artist Stanley Yung,
in which a multitude of butterflies were drawn in dreamy style. The public can appreciate the
fluttering butterflies on the busy sideways. The public can learn more about the behaviour and
ecology of butterflies, simply by scanning the QR codes on the paintings.
Apart from enjoying the wonderful butterfly street artworks, the public can also join the
BUTTERFLY x Street Art Challenge. Questions will be posted on the Butterfly Care
Facebook Page. Participants can then look for the answers on the artworks. The public can
also join the Collect Likes for Butterflies photo sharing activity, by sharing beautiful photos of
the artworks on social media. Participants will have a chance to get butterfly souvenirs.
On the other hand, different parties in the community have been invited to join our
activities, including the Wan Chai Butterfly Fun Watching Tour and Community Art
Workshop. School students will also be invited to join in the artwork creation process. The
campaign combines conservation and community with art.
Celebrities from different sectors are invited to be Green Ambassadors, including
Swimming Athlete Stephanie Au, Entertainer Sammy Leung, Director Fire, and DJ Mali. To
match this year’s main event, Butterfly x Street Art, they have created a butterfly wall
painting on a miniature model of Wan Chai traditional buildings, thus turning the miniature
city into a butterfly world.
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7.14 We Love Butterflies：www.shell-greenpower.net/714
Facebook Page：ButterflyCare
Instagram：@butterflycare
Enquiry：39610200
－
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