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Dear Sir/Madam,
Suspected vandalism in Mui Wo North, Lantau
Green Power would like to report a recent case of suspected vandalism in Mui Wo, Lantau. The
locale subject to vandalism is around 1,500 m2 of “Green Belt” zone. We are of grave concern that
such vandalism may seriously impair the ecology of Mui Wo. The vandalism may also involve
unauthorized development which may breach the Town Planning Ordinance.
The suspected vandalism was spotted by members of the public on 13 December 2021. Massive
excavation took place on the private lots (i.e. Lot 570 and 571 of Demarcation District 2). Vegetation
on the land lots was completely removed. Many trees were likely fell by a bulldozer in the
vandalized site. We believed that excavation took place after 5 December 2021 on which our
surveyors had not spotted any signs of destruction at the site. Please refer to Appendix 1 for the
location of the vandalized site, and Appendix 2 for photos taken there.

Green Power has been monitoring the butterfly ecology and the environment of Mui Wo since 2014.
In Green Power’s Butterfly Surveyor Programme, 148 butterfly species were recorded in Mui Wo
from 2014 to 2021, which accounts for about 55.6% of local butterflies in Hong Kong. Furthermore,
35 “Very Rare” and “Rare” butterfly species have been recorded in Mui Wo, suggesting that Mui
Wo is an ecologically important site. The vandalized site that was previously covered by dense
vegetation (refers to Appendix 3) was favorable foraging and breeding grounds for the butterflies.
Besides, the vandalized site is zoned as “Green Belt” in Mui Wo North Outline Zoning Plan (Plan
no. S/I-MWN/1, refers to Appendix 4). According to the notes of this Outline Zoning Plan, “filling
of land/pond or excavation of land…shall not be undertaken or continued on or after the date of
the first publication in the Gazette of the notice of the draft development permission area plan
without the permission from the Town Planning Board under section 16 of the Town Planning
Ordinance”. It is suspected that the current vandalism has violated the Town Planning Ordinance.
The Sustainable Lantau Blueprint has laid down the “Conservation for the South” principle for the
South Lantau including Mui Wo, any unauthorized developments that are incompatible with natural
conservation should be strictly controlled. We would be much obliged if your department could
investigate and take deterrent enforcement actions if any irregularity or illegal activity is involved.
Should you have any inquiries or need any further information, please contact Mr. Lo at 3961 0227
or via email at wflo@greenpower.org.hk. Thank you very much for your kind attention.

Yours faithfully,

Matthew Sin
Sin Kar Wah, Matthew
Senior Environmental Affairs Manager, Green Power

Appendix 1: Maps showing the location of the vandalized site
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Appendix 2. Photos taken at the vandalized site on 13 December 2021

Appendix 3: Aerial photos showing the vandalized site before excavation
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Appendix 4: Land use zoning at the vandalized site
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