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The Secretary 

Town Planning Board 

(E-mail: tpbpd@pland.gov.hk; Fax: 2877 0245) 

 

28 January 2013 

By e-mail & fax 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 

Draft Pak Sha O Development Permission Area Plan No. DPA/NE-PSO/1 

 

Green Power would like to draw your attention regarding the captioned DPA plan for Pak 

Sha O.  We agree that the planning intention of the area is to protect its high conservation 

and landscape value and the rural settings which complement the surrounding Sai Kung 

West Country Park.   

 

In October 2012, substantial damage to some 3,000 square metres of freshwater wetland at 

Pak Sha O, Sai Kung was reported. We lodged complaints with several government 

departments and the case was rapidly followed up. We commend the quick action of the 

Planning Department and Town Planning Board to prepare a draft DPA plan for Pak Sha O 

area, which will provide preliminary planning guidelines for and regulation of illegal 

developments and environmental damage there. 

 

Pak Sha O processes a high biodiversity, including 75 butterfly species which are close to 

30% of the total butterfly species recorded in Hong Kong.  Moreover, 11 fresh water fish 

species were recorded, including Three-lines Bagrid Fish (Pseudobagrus trilineatus) which 

is the Hong Kong’s second record and listed as “Vulnerable” according to China Species 

Red List.  We also recorded 38 bird species, 8 amphibian and 23 reptile species and some 

of these species are of local or global conservation concern, e.g., Reeve's Turtle (Chinemys 

reevesii) is classified as “Endangered” in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.   

 

The Hoi Ha Ecologically Important Stream (EIS) designated by Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation Department (AFCD), runs through the Pak Sha O DPA area.  A change of 

water quality will thus affect not only the natural stream ecology but also the ecologically 

sensitive Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park.  We therefore urge that no sewage outfalls should be 

drained into any streams at Pak Sha O.  The construction on the river banks should be 

prohibited so as to avoid water pollution to the streams.  Also, the use of chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides should be strictly controlled. 
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According to the Notes, agricultural use is always permitted under the “Unspecified Use” 

zoning which covers natural wetlands, streams, forests and shrubland at Pak Sha O.  The 

Notes also states that there shall be no diversion of streams, filling of land/ponds or 

excavation of land, including to effect a change to agricultural use without permission from 

the TPB; nor shall such work continue after the gazette of the draft DPA Plan.  We 

welcome the inclusion of these control measures which can help prevent further damage to 

the stream and wetland habitats of Pak Sha O.  However, we are still concerned that the 

current “Unspecified Use” zoning of the captioned plan may not completely safeguard the 

protection and conservation of the stream and wetland in the Pak Sha O area.   

 

In point 7(d) under Notes, public works implemented or coordinated by the Government are 

always permitted on land falling within the boundaries of the Plan.  We are gravely 

concerned that these works will impose serious impacts during construction or operational 

phases through diversion/ disturbance of streams, pollution of stream water, clearance of 

vegetation, waste dumping, etc.  These works should be strictly controlled in river 

channels, river banks and lands with dense vegetation or woodlands. 

 

Pak Sha O has been a shining example of how biodiversity, culture and humanity co-exist  

and remain in harmony in Hong Kong.  More stringent regulation and monitoring will be 

needed for effective and long term protection of the area's natural environment.  We urge 

the government to include the Pak Sha O enclave in the country park area or even designate 

the area as a Site of Special Scientific Interest as soon as possible, to prevent further 

damage. 

 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Dr. Karen Woo 

Conservation and Education Manager 

Green Power 


